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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E ,  F I S H E R I E S  A N D  F O R E S T R Y

Emergency community and family grants

Country Women’s Association 
delivering emergency help

On 25 May 2007, the Australian Government announced 
that it would provide an extra $8 million to the Country 
Women’s Association (CWA) to distribute as emergency 
aid grants to fund community based activities and to meet 
immediate household needs of rural families in drought 
affected areas.

The new funding is in addition to the $4 million already 
provided, and will be available from 1 July 2007. 

• Community grants: Grants of up to $3000 are 
available to community groups, schools and not-for-
profit organisations to help meet the costs of holding 
events that boost morale and strengthen community 
bonds in drought affected areas. Examples include 
community barbeques, excursions or information 
sessions. Grants can also be used to fund support 
packs where there is a wide benefit to the community.

• Individual grants: Grants of up to $2000 per 
household are available to drought affected families 
in rural communities. This includes farmers, farming 
dependent contractors, service providers and local 
rural business operators. The grants are available 
to help meet essential household expenses and 
other basic necessities such as food, clothing, fuel, 
emergency medical and dental costs, rates and 
electricity and telephone expenses. Applicants may 
apply more than once provided that they have not 
already received the maximum under the 2006–07 
funding. Applicants must also show that their primary 
source of income has suffered as a direct result of 
the drought. Rural families receiving other drought 
assistance can still apply for emergency help through 
the CWA grants.

Where to get more information?

National: www.cwaa.org.au or call 03 6426 7235

Queensland: www.qcwa.org.au or call 07 3026 1219

Northern Territory: 08 8941 3305

New South Wales: www.cwaofnsw.org.au  
or call 02 9358 2923 

Victoria: www.cwaofvic.asn.au or call 03 9827 8971 

South Australia: www.sacwa.org.au or call 08 8332 4166

Western Australia: www.cwaofwa.asn.au  
or call 08 9321 6041 

Tasmania: www.cwaintas.org.au or call 03 6231 3706


