Australian Government

Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry

Exceptional Circumstances assistance

Australian Government Assistance for
Drought-Affected Farmers and Agricultural
Dependent Small Business operators

The Australian Government has improved drought
assistance to farmers in areas severely affected by
drought and introduced new assistance for the agricultural
dependent small business operators that rely on them.
These measures recognise the unprecedented severity,
length and extent of the current drought, and its impact
on rural and regional communities, the environment, and
the broader Australian economy.

What are the changes to exceptional
circumstances assistance?

Changes to Exceptional Circumstances declarations means
drought assistance is now open to more farmers and, for
the first time, to agricultural dependent small business
operators. Farmers living in Exceptional Circumstance
declared areas are now eligible to apply for support
regardless of what they produce. Agricultural dependent
business operators, with fewer than 100 full time
equivalent employees, who normally derives, 70 per cent
of their turnover from farm businesses in Exceptional
Circumstance declared areas, may also be eligible for
income support and interest rate subsidies.

Exceptional Circumstances declarations that existed as
at October 2006 were extended until at least March
2008. Assistance was reintroduced for identified areas
where Exceptional Circumstances declarations had
expired in 2006.

The extension of assistance until 2008 provides farmers
with the security of assistance during the forecast poor
seasonal conditions and allows them to take advantage of
any improvements in conditions to speed up their recovery.

New areas assessed as experiencing Exceptional
Circumstances have also been declared in January
2007. Maps of areas that have been Exceptional
Circumstances declared area available at
www.daff.gov.au/droughtassist

Changes to the eligibility criteria for business support
means it is important that farmers and agricultural
dependent small business operators do not self-assess
their eligibility for assistance but should contact their
state or territory rural assistance authorities.

Where can | get further information?

For further information on Exceptional Circumstances
income support, contact your local Centrelink office,

the Centrelink Drought Assistance Line on 13 23 16 or
visit the Centrelink website at www.centrelink.gov.au

For information relating to Exceptional Circumstances
business support, contact your relevant state or territory
rural assistance authority. Contact details are available
at www.daff.gov.au/droughtassist or telephone
numbers are listed below:

New South Wales: NSW Rural Assistance Authority:
1800 678 593 for farmers
1800 331 126 for small business operators

South Australia: Primary Industry and Resources
South Australia: 180 20 20

Queensland: QRAA: 1800 623 946

Victoria: Victorian Rural Finance Corporation:
03 5448 2600

Western Australia: Department of Agriculture:
1800 198 231
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Exceptional Circumstances declared areas (as at 4 June 2007)

Exceptional Circumstances Declared Area

NSW

Armidale

Bourke-Brewarrina

Braidwood

Casino

Central Mudgee-Merriwa

Central North — North West
Central Tablelands

Condoblin

Condoblin-Narrandera
Cooma-Bombala-ACT

Dubbo

Forbes

Goulburn-Yass

Gundagai

Hay

Hume

Hunter-Maitland

Majority Western Division

Molong

Mudgee Merriwa

North East Northern New England
Northern New England

Northern Tablelands Small Areas
Nyngan

Riverina

South Coast — Moss Vale

South West Slopes and Plains
Walgett-Coonamble

Young

Victoria

Central and East Gippsland

Central Victoria
Goulburn-Loddon-Campaspe
Mallee — Eastern

Mallee — South East

Mallee — Northern Wimmera (including Annex)
Murray

North East Victoria

Northern Victoria

South Western Victoria

South Australia

Central Eyre Peninsula

Central North East (including Annex)
Lower Eyre Peninsula

Fleurieu Peninsula

Murray-Mallee (including buffer)
River Murray and Lower Lakes Corridor
Upper North district (including Annex)
Upper South East

Western Eyre Peninsula

Western Australia

North Eastern Wheatbelt including buffer
Southern Rangelands (revised boundary)
Queensland

Burnett

Burnett Addendum

Central Coast Queensland

Central Mid West

Darling Downs (Northern, Central and Southern)
Emerald — Bauhinia

Far West Queensland
Hinchinbrook — Thuringowa
Mackay — Whitsunday

North West Ashy Downs

Peak Downs

South West Queensland

Southern Murweh

Southern South East Queensland
Stanthorpe — Inglewood

Sunshine Coast (revised boundary)
Western Downs — Maranoa

Declaration

All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers

All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers

All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers

All producers
All producers

All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers
All producers

ECRP/ECIRS Expiry

31-Mar-08
15-Jun-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-09
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-09
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08

31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-09

31-Mar-09
30-Jun-08
31-Mar-09
31-Mar-09
31-Mar-09
31-Mar-09
31-Mar-08
31-Mar-09
31-Mar-09

31-Mar-08
31-Mar-08

15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-09
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
24-Jun-07
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
15-Jun-08
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